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President’s budget would have made 
them much easier to enact. But, once 
again, the Administration has chosen 
to pass its moral responsibilities to the 
Congress. 

For too long, this Administration has 
ignored the needs of the brave men and 
women who have defended our interests 
and our shores. This is unfair. What is 
more, in my view it is unwise to ignore 
the well-being of military retirees. 

Well-trained, properly motivated 
troops have been and continue to be 
the single most important factor in 
protecting our national security. With-
out them we will not be able to achieve 
and maintain military readiness. We 
will not be able, as a nation, to fight 
and win. Under current conditions we 
cannot expect to maintain the levels of 
re-enlistment, expertise and morale we 
need to maintain an effective military 
force. 

Last year this Congress took it upon 
itself to address the critical issue of 
unconscionably low military pay. I 
hope and believe that this year we will 
address the no-less critical issue of un-
conscionably inadequate health care 
services for military retirees. 

This Congress and the President 
must take action to address the prob-
lems associated with the availability of 
health care for military retirees. Keep-
ing this nation’s promise and providing 
adequate health care for military retir-
ees is an issue whose time has come. 
Every day, in hundreds of locations all 
over the world, our soldiers, sailors and 
airmen willingly serve in defense of our 
national interest, promoting peace and 
prosperity around the globe. 

We have asked for the greatest sac-
rifice from our military retirees and 
today’s men and women in uniform—to 
give one’s life in defense of their na-
tion. When people put themselves in 
harm’s way for their country, they 
should not have to worry about their 
families’ access to proper health care. 

We must act upon the sense of this 
Congress that the United States has in-
curred a moral obligation to provide 
health care to former members of the 
Armed Forces who are entitled to re-
tired or retainer pay (or its equiva-
lent); and it is, therefore, necessary to 
provide quality, affordable health to 
such retirees. 

For these reasons I am happy to join 
with Senators COVERDELL, JOHNSON, 
and 13 fellow Senators in co-sponsoring 
the bipartisan Keep Our Promise to 
America’s Military Retirees Act 
(S. 2003). This legislation is key to re- 
establishing the morale, confidence 
and trust of our military retirees. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important legislation. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, during 
the Civil Rights movement, Dr. Carter 
G. Woodson’s idea of a Negro History 
Week honoring the achievements of Af-
rican Americans was extended to the 
entire month of February. 

I rise today as a Senator from the 
state with the largest population of Af-
rican Americans in the United States 
to speak on behalf of this year’s Black 
History Month theme ‘‘Heritage and 
Horizons.’’ Harlem, New York was the 
center of a 1930’s Renaissance period. It 
attracted aspiring individuals from 
across the country and the world. It is 
also the birthplace of renowned African 
Americans who have excelled in the 
areas of politics and business, arts and 
entertainment, athletics and activism. 

Since the expansion of the Negro His-
tory Week to Black History Month, 
countless African Americans continue 
to amass accomplishments and shatter 
barriers worthy of multiple months of 
tribute. Many of us know of the great 
strides made by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Frederick Douglas, Booker 
T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois, Ida B. 
Wells, and Rosa Parks. Many of the 
Members in this chamber have worked 
alongside Shirley Chisholm, Thurgood 
Marshall Sr., Charles Rangel, Clifford 
Alexander, Jr., and Colin Powell. 

African Americans from New York 
have been pioneers in many different 
fields. In 1981, Pam McAllister Johnson 
was named publisher of Gannett’s 
Ithaca (NY) Journal, making her the 
first African American woman to head 
a general circulation newspaper in the 
United States. In June 1995, Dr. Lonnie 
Bristow, a Harlem native, became the 
first African American appointed as 
president of the American Medical As-
sociation. American Express an-
nounced in February 1997 that Kenneth 
Chenault was named president and heir 
apparent to the position of CEO, mak-
ing the Long Island native the highest- 
ranking African American executive in 
corporate America. 

Art Hardwick, husband of Shirley 
Chisholm, won the 1962 State Assembly 
race becoming the first African Amer-
ican to represent Western New York. In 
1971, Carmel C. Marr became the first 
woman of any race to serve as Commis-
sioner of the New York State Public 
Service Commission. Harry Belafonte, 
a Harlem native, was recently honored 
at the Grammy’s for his lifetime con-
tributions as an actor and entertainer. 
Denzel Washington, born and raised in 
Mount Vernon, recently won a Golden 
Globe for his role in the movie Hurri-
cane. The critically acclaimed author 
of The Women of Brewster Place, Glo-
ria Naylor, hails from Queens, New 
York. 

In 1957, New York City native Althea 
Gibson was the first African American 
woman to compete and win at the 
Wimbledon and Forest Hills. The fol-
lowing year, she repeated as the 
Wimbledon and U.S. National Tennis 
Champion. Former NBA coach and 
Brooklyn native, Lenny Wilkins, was 
voted into the Basketball Hall of Fame 
for holding the NBA record for the 
most regular season victories by a 
coach. 

Almost 70 years after the Renais-
sance began, New York continues to be 
the place where African American 

innovators and pioneers distinguish 
themselves, thereby continuing the 
Renaissance and enhancing our coun-
try. 

f 

NOMINATION OF GEORGE DANIELS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I am 
extremely pleased to rise today to 
speak about George Daniels, who has 
just been confirmed as a Federal Judge 
in the Southern District of New York. 

George Daniels is uniquely qualified 
to serve in this position. His work ex-
perience is as diverse and impressive as 
it gets: He has been a Legal Aid De-
fense Attorney and a prosecutor; he 
has worked at a top New York Law 
firm and served as a Law Professor; he 
worked in politics as Counsel to the 
Mayor of New York, and, of course, he 
has been a Judge—first on the Criminal 
Court of the City of New York and then 
as a Justice on the Supreme Court of 
the State of New York. I know he has 
the respect and the admiration from 
individuals on both sides of the aisle. 

I am extremely pleased to see him 
confirmed as a Federal Judge. I know 
he will be an extraordinary addition to 
the Southern District of New York 
bench. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Monday, 
February 28, 2000, the Federal debt 
stood at $5,747,333,809,275.61 (Five tril-
lion, seven hundred forty-seven billion, 
three hundred thirty-three million, 
eight hundred nine thousand, two hun-
dred seventy-five dollars and sixty-one 
cents). 

Five years ago, February 28, 1995, the 
Federal debt stood at $4,854,298,000,000 
(Four trillion, eight hundred fifty-four 
billion, two hundred ninety-eight mil-
lion). 

Ten years ago, February 28, 1990, the 
Federal debt stood at $2,994,354,000,000 
(Two trillion, nine hundred ninety-four 
billion, three hundred fifty-four mil-
lion). 

Fifteen years ago, February 28, 1985, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$1,698,358,000,000 (One trillion, six hun-
dred ninety-eight billion, three hun-
dred fifty-eight million). 

Twenty-five years ago, February 28, 
1975, the Federal debt stood at 
$499,711,000,000 (Four hundred ninety- 
nine billion, seven hundred eleven mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of 
more than $5 trillion— 
$5,247,622,809,275.61 (Five trillion, two 
hundred forty-seven billion, six hun-
dred twenty-two million, eight hundred 
nine thousand, two hundred seventy- 
five dollars and sixty-one cents) during 
the past 25 years. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 2:47 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives delivered by 
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Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 149. An act to make technical correc-
tions to the Omnibus Parks and Public 
Lands Management Act of 1996 and to other 
laws related to parks and public lands. 

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. THURMOND). 

f 

MEASURE REFERRED 

The following bill, previously re-
ceived from the House of Representa-
tives for the concurrence of the Senate, 
was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent and referred as in-
dicated on February 24, 2000: 

H.R. 3642. An act to authorize the Presi-
dent to award a gold medal on behalf of the 
Congress to Charles M. Schulz in recognition 
of his lasting artistic contributions to the 
Nation and the world; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–7754. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Navy, transmitting a draft of 
proposed legislation relative to Vieques, PR; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–7755. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Arms Export Control Act, a report relative 
to certification of a proposed license for the 
export of defense articles or defense services 
sold commercially under a contract in the 
amount of $50,000,000 or more to France; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–7756. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices for 1999; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

EC–7757. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Childhood Blood-Lead 
Screening and Lead Awareness (Educational 
Outreach for Indian Tribes; Notice of Funds 
Availability (OPPTS))’’ (FRL # 6491–2), re-
ceived February 24, 2000; to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

EC–7758. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Election Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the fiscal year 2001 
budget request; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

EC–7759. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States of America, rel-
ative to the continuation of the emergency 
with respect to the Government of Cuba’s de-
struction of two unarmed U.S.-registered ci-
vilian aircraft; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–7760. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendments to HUD’s Mort-
gage Review Board and Civil Money Penalty 
Regulations’’ (RIN2501–AC44) (FR–4308–I–01), 

received February 25, 2000; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–7761. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Regulatory 
Analysis and Development, Policy and Pro-
gram Development, Animal and Health In-
spection Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Pink Bollworm Regulated 
Areas’’ (Docket # 00–009–1), received Feb-
ruary 28, 2000; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–7762. A communication from the Dep-
uty Executive Secretary, Health Care Fi-
nancing Administration, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Individual Development Accounts’’ 
(RIN0970–AC02), received February 28, 2000; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–7763. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue Service, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Automatic Waiver of Certain Excise Tax’’ 
(Rev. Proc. 2000–17), received February 24, 
2000; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–7764. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 13–247, ‘‘Police Recruiting and 
Retention Enhancement Amendment Act of 
1999’’; to the Committee on Governmental 
Affairs. 

EC–7765. A communication from the Chief 
Financial Officer, Export-Import Bank 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Manage-
ment report as of September 30, 1999; to the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–7766. A communication from the Chair-
man, Merit Systems Protection Board, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the annual re-
port for fiscal year 1999; to the Committee on 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–7767. A communication from the Board 
Members, Railroad Retirement Board, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Commission’s 
report under the Government in the Sun-
shine Act for calendar year 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–7768. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Unregulated Contaminant 
Monitoring Regulation for Public Water Sys-
tems; Analytical Methods for Percholated 
and Acetochlor; Announcement of Labora-
tory Approval and Performance Testing (TP) 
Program for the Analysis of Percholate 
(OW)’’ (FRL # 6544–6), received February 24, 
2000; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–7769. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval and Promulga-
tion of Implementation Plans; California 
State Implementation Plan; Plan Revision, 
South Coast Air Quality Management Dis-
trict (Region 9)’’ (FRL # 6541–9), received 
February 18, 2000; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–7770. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval and Promulga-
tion of Implementation Plans; California 
State Implementation Plan; Plan Revision, 
South Coast Air Quality Management Dis-
trict’’ (FRL # 6540–6), received February 18, 
2000; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–7771. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval and Promulga-
tion of Air Quality Implementation Plans; 
State of Iowa; Correction’’ (FRL # 6518–7), re-
ceived February 17, 2000; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–7772. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval and Promulga-
tion of State Plans for Designated Facilities 
and Pollutants: Georgia’’ (FRL # 6541–5), re-
ceived February 17, 2000; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–7773. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment System; Identification and Listing of 
Hazardous Waste; Final Exclusion’’ (FRL # 
6541–1), received February 17, 2000; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–7774. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘National Emission Stand-
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Sec-
ondary Aluminum Production’’ (FRL # 6513– 
8), received February 17, 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–7775. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval of the Clean Air 
Act, Section 112(1), Delegation of Authority 
to Three Local Air Agencies in Washington, 
Amendment (Region 10)’’, received February 
23, 2000; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–7776. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Louisiana: Final Author-
ization of State Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Program Revisions (Region 6)’’ (FRL # 
6543–3), received February 23, 2000; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–7777. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Missouri: Final Author-
ization of State Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Program Revision (Region 7)’’ (FRL # 
6543–5), received February 23, 2000; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–7778. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Technical Amendment to 
the Finding of Significant Contribution and 
Rulemaking for Certain States for Purposes 
of Reducing Regional Transport of Ozone 
(The NOx SIP Call Rule) (OAR)’’ (FRL # 6542– 
9), received February 23, 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–7779. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, National Aeronautics and Space 
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